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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

FIRST NOTICE of Hybrid Public Hearing – Monday, April 26, 2021, 5:30PM 
1 message

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 19, 2021 at 2:39 PM
To: phnotice@guamlegislature.org
Cc: Audio / Video <av@guamlegislature.org>, Guam MIS <mis@guamlegislature.org>, Ibarra Hernandez
<ihernandez@guamlegislature.org>, Tom Unsiog <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>
Bcc: psablan@guampdn.com, mangilao.vicemayor@gmail.com, Troy Torres <troy@kanditnews.com>, Mayor
Taitague <talofofomayor@gmail.com>, manasilva626@yahoo.com, "Wen, Anne"
<AWen@guam.gannett.com>, mtmmayorpaco17@gmail.com, haidee@postguam.com,
lloretoleones@gmail.com, agatvice.chrisfejeran@yahoo.com, Phil Leon Guerrero <phil@postguam.com>,
pattiontheradio@yahoo.com, life@guampdn.com, "Mayors' Council of Guam - Admin."
<mcogadmin@teleguam.net>, hagatnamayor@hotmail.com, rudy iriarte <rudyiriarte@gmail.com>, Robert
Hofmann <guammayor@gmail.com>, dmgeorge@guampdn.com, "Mayor Frankie A. Salas"
<asanmainamayor@gmail.com>, jolene@spbguam.com, Sorensen Pacific Broadcasting
<news@spbguam.com>, K57 <news@k57.com>, "Mayor Paul M. McDonald"
<mayor.mcdonald671@gmail.com>, "Stole, Jasmine" <jstole@guam.gannett.com>,
inalahanmayor@gmail.com, ymayortony@gmail.com, KISH <kstokish@gmail.com>, Guam PDN
<news@guampdn.com>, michael ko <gktv23@hotmail.com>, raygibsonshow@gmail.com,
mayorernestc@yahoo.com, Chris Malafunkshun Barnett <Chris@kuam.com>, Maureen Maratita
<publisher@glimpsesofguam.com>, Mai Habib <mai.habib@spbguam.com>, Bruce Hill
<pacificjournalist@gmail.com>, emmanuel@mvariety.com, KPRG <admin.kprg@gmail.com>, Maria Louella
Losinio <louella.losinio@gmail.com>, Jason Salas <jason@kuam.com>, John Oconnor
<john@postguam.com>, carlsonc@pstripes.osd.mil, onedededo@gmail.com, The Post Editor in Chief
<editor@postguam.com>, Rindraty Limtiaco <slimtiaco@guampdn.com>, atoves.tatuha@gmail.com, Jessie
Bautista <jessie.bautista007@gmail.com>, MELISSA SAVARES <melissa.savares@gmail.com>, Oyaol
Ngirairikl <managingeditor@postguam.com>, bryan@mvariety.com, reporters@postguam.com, KPRG Guam
<pdkprg@gmail.com>, Umatac Mayor <umatacmo@gmail.com>, guam@pstripes.osd.mil, "Limtiaco, Steve"
<slimtiac@guam.gannett.com>, Mar-Vic Cagurangan <publisher@pacificislandtimes.com>,
tlamorena@gmail.com, mabuhaynews@yahoo.com, Patti Rodriguez <parroyo@spbguam.com>, Kelly Park
<kcn.kelly@gmail.com>, Sabrina Salas Matanane <sabrina@kuam.com>, June Blas
<mayorbarrigada@gmail.com>, "Mayor Louise C. Rivera" <mayorlcrivera.tatuha@gmail.com>, Manuel Cruz
<cruzma812@gmail.com>, "Santo Tomas, Joseph (Jojo)" <jsantotoma@guam.gannett.com>,
mindy@postguam.com, Jessy Gogue <ocp.mayor@gmail.com>, Allan Ungacta
<mayorallan.ungacta@yahoo.com>, Pacific Island Times <pacificislandtimes@gmail.com>, Desk Editor
<deskeditor@postguam.com>, Kevin Kerrigan <kevin@spbguam.com>, gerry@spbguam.com, Jesse Alig
<jesse.alig@pitiguam.com>, GovGU Meeting <govguammeetings@oagguam.org>, agatmayor@yahoo.com,
Nestor Licanto <nestor@kuam.com>, dcrisost@guam.gannett.com, Dale Alvarez

@gmail.com>, editor@saipantribune.com, akaur@gannett.com, rlimtiaco@guampdn.com,
junhan@mvariety.com, reporters@kuam.com, kinf@tg-engr.com, Manny Duenas <gfca@ite.net>, Chelsa
Muna-Brecht <chelsa.munabrecht@agriculture.guam.gov>, "Ronald T. Laguana"

@gmail.com>

 
April 19, 2021
 
MEMORANDUM
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To:                    All Senators, Stakeholders and Media
 

From:               Speaker Therese M. Terlaje
                       
Subject:            FIRST NOTICE of Hybrid Public Hearing – Monday, April 26, 2021, 5:30 PM
 
Buenas yan Håfa Adai,
 
Please be advised that Speaker Therese M. Terlaje will convene a hybrid public hearing on Monday,
April 26, 2021 beginning at 5:30 PM utilizing a hybrid meeting format to offer members of the
community the option of physical attendance in I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s Public Hearing room or
virtual attendance via I Liheslatura's Zoom meeting platform, to provide testimony on the following
agenda item:
 

·      Resolution No. 63-36 (COR) - Therese M. Terlaje / Christopher M. Dueñas /
Telena Cruz Nelson / Tina Rose Muña Barnes / Amanda L. Shelton / Sabina Flores
Perez / Frank Blas Jr. / Clynton E. Ridgell / Joe S. San Agustin / Jose “Pedo” Terlaje /
V. Anthony Ada / Joanne Brown / James C. Moylan / Telo T. Taitague / Mary
Camacho Torres- “ Relative to respectfully requesting the United States Congress to
support Community Project Funding for the construction of an expanded Guam
Fishermen’s Co-op Facility and the correlating expansion of Guam’s community
fishing industry.”

 
 
Please contact the Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje at 472-3586 or
senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com, if you would like to provide testimony on the agenda item. Please
indicate if you will be attending the hearing physically or virtually. Registration deadline is 5:00PM
on Friday, April 23, 2021. Written testimony can also be submitted via email to the Office of Speaker
Therese M. Terlaje.
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Individuals in need of assistance or
accommodations should also contact the Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje.
 
The hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117/60.4 or
Channel 112-4 for Docomo customers without set top boxes. The hearing will also stream online via I
Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed at http://www.guamlegislature.com/live_feed.htm.
 
 
Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje 
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 
Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
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T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590  Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic
communications privacy laws and legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended
recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the
information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the sender that you have received this
communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

2 attachments

First Notice of Hybrid Hearing-Monday, April 26, 2021 at 530PM.pdf 
379K

Res. No. 63-36 (COR) and Letter from Congressman Michael F.Q. San Nicolas.pdf 
4184K
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To:                    All Senators, Stakeholders and Media

 
From:               Speaker Therese M. Terlaje
                        
Subject:            SECOND NOTICE of Hybrid Public Hearing – Monday, April 26, 2021, 5:30 PM
 
Buenas yan Håfa Adai,
 
Please be advised that Speaker Therese M. Terlaje will convene a hybrid public hearing on Monday, 
April 26, 2021 beginning at 5:30 PM utilizing a hybrid meeting format to offer members of the 
community the option of physical attendance in I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s Public Hearing room or 
virtual attendance via I Liheslatura’s Zoom meeting platform, to provide testimony on the following 
agenda item: 
 

Resolution No. 63-36 (COR) - Therese M. Terlaje / Christopher M. Dueñas / 
Telena Cruz Nelson / Tina Rose Muña Barnes / Amanda L. Shelton / Sabina 
Flores Perez / Frank Blas Jr. / Clynton E. Ridgell / Joe S. San Agustin / Jose 
“Pedo” Terlaje / V. Anthony Ada / Joanne Brown / James C. Moylan / Telo T. 
Taitague / Mary Camacho Torres- “ Relative to respectfully requesting the 
United States Congress to support Community Project Funding for the 
construction of an expanded Guam Fishermen’s Co-op Facility and the 
correlating expansion of Guam’s community fishing industry.” 

Please contact the Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje at 472-3586 or 
senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com  if you would like to provide testimony on the agenda item. Please 
indicate if you will be attending the hearing physically or virtually. Registration deadline extended 
to 5:00 PM Sunday, April 25, 2021. Written testimony can also be submitted via email to the Office 
of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Individuals in need of assistance or 
accommodations should also contact the Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje.

The hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117/60.4 or 
Channel 112-4 for Docomo customers without set top boxes. The hearing will also stream online via I 
Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed at http://www.guamlegislature.com/live feed.htm.

Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje 
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 
Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590  Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com
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Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic
communications privacy laws and legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended
recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the
information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the sender that you have received this
communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

2 attachments

Second Notice of Hybrid Hearing-Monday, April 26, 2021 at 530PM.pdf 
377K

Res. No. 63-36 (COR) and Letter from Congressman Michael F.Q. San Nicolas.pdf 
4184K







Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Invitation to Hybrid Public Hearing on Resolution No. 63-36 (COR)- Monday, April 16,
2021 at 5:30PM 
1 message

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 19, 2021 at 2:07 PM
To: "San Nicolas, Michael" <michael.sannicolas@mail.house.gov>
Cc: "Winn, Jennifer" <Jennifer.Winn@mail.house.gov>

 
April 19, 2021
 
Transmitted via Electronic Mail:
Honorable Michael F.Q. San Nicolas
Guam’s Representative to U.S. Congress
Michael.SanNicolas@mail.house.gov
 
 
SUBJECT: Invitation to Hybrid Public Hearing on Resolution No. 63-36 (COR)
                                                              
Hafa Adai Congressman San Nicolas,
 
You are cordially invited to provide testimony on Resolution No. 63-36 (COR), which is “ Relative to
respectfully requesting the United States Congress to support Community Project Funding for the
construction of an expanded Guam Fishermen’s Co-op Facility and the correlating expansion of Guam’s
community fishing industry, ”and sponsored by all fifteen members of the 36th Guam Legislature. 
 
A hybrid public hearing will convene on Monday, April 26, 2021 beginning at 5:30 PM utilizing a hybrid
meeting format to offer members of the community the option of physical attendance in I Liheslaturan
Guåhan’s Public Hearing room or virtual attendance via I Liheslatura's Zoom meeting platform.
 
Please confirm your availability for virtual or physical attendance. If you are unable to attend the hearing,
written testimony is also being accepted and can be submitted via email to senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com.
Your participation is greatly appreciated!
 
 
Sincerely,

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje
36th Guam Legislature
 
 
Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje 
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 



Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590  Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic communications privacy laws and
legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from
retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the
sender that you have received this communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Res. No. 63-36 (COR) tmt .pdf 
3987K
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Invitation to Hybrid Public Hearing on Resolution No. 63-36 (COR) 
1 message

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 19, 2021 at 2:16 PM
To: Manny Duenas <gfca@ite.net>

 
April 19, 2021
 
Transmitted via Electronic Mail:
Manny Dueñas, President
Guam Fisherman’s Cooperative Association
gfca@ite.net
 
SUBJECT: Invitation to Hybrid Public Hearing on Resolution No. 63-36 (COR)
                                                              
Hafa Adai President Dueñas,
 
I would like to cordially invite you and members of the Association to provide testimony on
Resolution No. 63-36 (COR), which is “ Relative to respectfully requesting the United States
Congress to support Community Project Funding for the construction of an expanded Guam
Fishermen’s Co-op Facility and the correlating expansion of Guam’s community fishing
industry, ”and sponsored by all fifteen members of the 36th Guam Legislature.
 
A hybrid public hearing will convene on Monday, April 26, 2021 beginning at 5:30 PM
utilizing a hybrid meeting format to offer members of the community the option of physical
attendance in I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s Public Hearing room or virtual attendance via I
Liheslatura's Zoom meeting platform.
 
Please confirm your participation and/or that of any members for virtual or physical testimony
via email or call 472-3586. If you are unable to attend the hearing, written testimony is also
being accepted and can be submitted via email to senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com. Your
participation is greatly appreciated!
 
 
Sincerely,

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje
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36th Guam Legislature
 
 
Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje 
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 
Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590  Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic
communications privacy laws and legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended
recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the
information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the sender that you have received this
communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

GFCA Invitation to Resolution NO. 63-36 Hybrid Hearing_04.26.21 at 530PM_TMT.pdf 
403K
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Invitation to Hybrid Public Hearing onResolution No. 63-36 (COR)-
Monday, April 26, 2021 at 5:30PM 
1 message

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 19, 2021 at 2:20 PM
To: kinf@tg-engr.com

 
April 19, 2021
 
Transmitted via Electronic Mail:
Kin Flores, P.E., Director of Energy Projects
TG Engineers, PC
kinf@tg-engr.com
 
 
SUBJECT: Invitation to Hybrid Public Hearing on Resolution No. 63-36 (COR)
                                                              
Hafa Adai Director Flores,
 
I would like to cordially invite you to provide testimony on Resolution No. 63-36 (COR),
which is “Relative to respectfully requesting the United States Congress to support
Community Project Funding for the construction of an expanded Guam Fishermen’s Co-op
Facility and the correlating expansion of Guam’s community fishing industry,”and sponsored
by all fifteen members of the 36th Guam Legislature.
 
A hybrid public hearing will convene on Monday, April 26, 2021 beginning at 5:30 PM
utilizing a hybrid meeting format to offer members of the community the option of physical
attendance in I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s Public Hearing room or virtual attendance via I
Liheslatura's Zoom meeting platform.
 
Please confirm your participation for virtual or physical testimony via email or call 472-3586.
If you are unable to attend the hearing, written testimony is also being accepted and can be
submitted via email to senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com. Your participation is greatly
appreciated!
 
 
Sincerely,
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje

36th Guam Legislature
 
 
Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje 
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 
Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590  Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic
communications privacy laws and legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended
recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the
information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the sender that you have received this
communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

TG Engineers Invitation to Resolution NO. 63-36 Hybrid Hearing_04.26.21 at 530PM_TMT.pdf 
396K
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Invitation to Hybrid Public Hearing onResolution No. 63-36 (COR)-
Monday, April 26, 2021 at 5:30PM 
1 message

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> Thu, Apr 22, 2021 at 1:51 PM
To: Melanie Mendiola <mel.mendiola@investguam.com>

 
April 22, 2021
 
Transmitted via Electronic Mail:
Melanie Mendiola, Administrator
Guam Economic Development Authority
mel.mendiola@investguam.com
 
SUBJECT: Invitation to Hybrid Public Hearing on Resolution No. 63-36 (COR)
                                                              
Hafa Adai Administrator Mendiola,
 
I would like to cordially invite you and members of the Association to provide testimony on
Resolution No. 63-36 (COR), which is “ Relative to respectfully requesting the United States
Congress to support Community Project Funding for the construction of an expanded Guam
Fishermen’s Co-op Facility and the correlating expansion of Guam’s community fishing
industry, ”and sponsored by all fifteen members of the 36th Guam Legislature.
 
A hybrid public hearing will convene on Monday, April 26, 2021 beginning at 5:30 PM
utilizing a hybrid meeting format to offer members of the community the option of physical
attendance in I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s Public Hearing room or virtual attendance via I
Liheslatura's Zoom meeting platform.
 
Please confirm your participation or that of a representative for virtual or physical testimony
via email or call 472-3586. If you are unable to attend, written testimony is also being
accepted and can be submitted via email to senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com. Your
participation is greatly appreciated!
 
 
Sincerely,

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje
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36th Guam Legislature
 
Attachment:    Resolution No. 63-36 (COR)
                        April 6, 2021 Letter from Congressman Michael F. Q. San Nicolas

Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje 
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
36th Guam Legislature 
Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590  Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic
communications privacy laws and legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended
recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the
information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the sender that you have received this
communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
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 I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature
Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje

Virtual Attendance Sheet
Date: Monday, April 26, 2021 Time: 5:30 PM

Hybrid Public Hearing: Resolution No. 63-36 (COR)- Speaker Therese M. Terlaje / Senator Christopher M. Dueñas / Senator Telena Cruz Nelson / Vice Speaker Tina 
Rose Muña Barnes / Senator Amanda L. Shelton / Senator Sabina Flores Perez / Senator Frank Blas Jr. / Senator Clynton E. Ridgell / Senator Joe S. San Agustin / Senator 
Jose “Pedo” Terlaje / Senator V. Anthony Ada / Senator Joanne Brown / Senator James C. Moylan / Senator Telo T. Taitague / Senator Mary Camacho Torres- "Relative to 
respectfully requesting the United States Congress to  support Community Project Funding for the construction of an expanded Guam Fishermen’s Co-op Facility and 
the correlating expansion of Guam’s community fishing industry."

NAME ADDRESS CONTACT NO. E-MAIL
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Ruben Velesrubio, HSG Co. Ltd. (Note- 
Attended to listen to hearing. Did not 
provide testimony) N/A N/A
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Joe Sicad, HSG Co. Ltd. (Note- 
Attended to listen to hearing. Did not 
provide testimony) N/A N/A
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Tommy Tanaka, Jr., HSG Co. Ltd. 
(Note- Attended to listen to hearing. 
Did not provide testimony) N/A N/A
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Alex Rabano, HSG Co. LTd. (Note- 
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Re: Speaker Therese Terlaje's Letter of Support and Resolution No. 63-
36(COR)
1 message

Kin Flores <kinf@tg-engr.com> Mon, Apr 19, 2021 at 9:41 AM
To: "Speaker Therese M. Terlaje" <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Hafa Adai Natasha,

Attached herewith is a drawing set for the Coop Building and Seawall project layout for Senators to
review.

 

Let me know if you have any other questions.

 

Si Yu’us Ma’ase for all your help.

 

 

 

Kin Flores, P.E.

Director of Energy Projects

 

101 First Street, Tiyan ¨  Barrigada, Guam 96913 
P:  671.647.0808  ¨  F: 671.647.0886  C:671- E:kinf@tg-engr.com

 

From: "Speaker Therese M. Terlaje" <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> 
Date: Friday, April 16, 2021 at 11:43 AM 
To: <kinf@tg-engr.com> 
Subject: Speaker Therese Terlaje's Letter of Support and Resolution No. 63-
36(COR)

 

Hafa Adai Mr. Flores,
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I have attached the Letter of Support from Speaker Therese M. Terlaje and Resolution No. 63-36 (COR)- Relative
to respectfully requesting the United States Congress to support Community Project Funding for the construction of
an expanded Guam Fishermen’s Co-op Facility and the correlating expansion of Guam’s community fishing
industry for your reference.

 

Our office is currently working on scheduling a hybrid public hearing for April 26, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. and will be
sending a formal notice soon. As mentioned during our phone conversation, Speaker Terlaje respectfully requests
for a copy of the plans for the Fishermen's Co-op to be distributed to Senators. We look forward to hearing from
you soon.

 

Respectfully,

 

Natasha Charfauros

Policy Analyst

 

Office of Speaker Therese M. Terlaje

Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan

36th Guam Legislature

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590  Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com

website: www.senatorterlaje.com

 

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic
communications privacy laws and legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended
recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the
information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the sender that you have received this
communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Fishermans Coop Revised 0408.kin.pdf 
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Victor T. Artero 
P.O. Box  

Hagatna, GU 96932 
e-mail: @gmail.com 

 
 

April 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Therese M. Terlaje 
Speaker, 36th Guam Legislature 
Guam Congress Building 
163 Chalan Santo Papa  
Hagatna, GU 96910 
 

Ref.:  Resolution No. 63-36 (COR) “Relative to respectfully requesting the United States 
Congress to support Community Project Funding for the construction of an expanded Guam 
Fishermen’s Co-op Facility and the correlating expansion of Guam’s community fishing 
industry,” as Sponsored by all fifteen Senators of the 36th Guam Legislature. 

 
 
Dear Madam Speaker and Senators of the 36th Guam Legislature, 
 
First and for the record, I am in favor of and in full agreement with the intent of Resolution 63-36 
and as such I respectfully seek the Legislature’s full support for the passage of this resolution. 
Secondly, as a member and serving board of director of the Guam Fishermen’s Cooperative 
Association (GFCA), I fully endorsed as well the GFCA written testimony that’s to be submitted 
and signed by “Manny” P. Duenas II, GFCA President, and Joaquin “Kin” Flores, Co-op 2000 
Committee Chairman. The GFCA testimony has been reviewed and given the approval by the 
members of the Board for submission in favor of the passage of Resolution 63-36. 
 
Over the years, the Co-op has been and continues to be a major component of the island’s 
infrastructural support for fishermen to vend their freshly caught fish and seafood products as 
well as a source for fuel, ice and fishing supplies. And, as a subsistence fisherman and a 
proponent of the island’s fishery, it is my view that our island is in need of a “shot in the arm” to 
better support our island’s fishing community.  That being said, the Co-op’s current facility at the 
Hagatna Boat Basin (aka: Gregorio D. Perez Mariana) is in dire need of a new structure with 
updated equipment to properly and safely handle and process the products brought in by our 
local fishing community, and to include the need to safeguard the basin’s channel land 
boundary from surging stormwater damages through the installation of a seawall. 
 
To that end, the Co-op created a committee referred to as Co-op 2000 with the mission of 
developing a plan for an upgraded facility and improved channel way as well as identifying 
funding for construction of said plans. The Committee has been able to secure engineering 
plans for a seawall and a multi-purpose building designed to support fishing and the fishing 
community. The plan for the multi-purpose building intends to include an upgraded fish handling 
and processing facility, a storefront for vending of fresh fish, a learning center, a marine rescue 
station, an added value product development component, and vendor spaces for (a) restaurants 
and stalls that offer prepared fresh as well as processed seafood products, and (b) the sale of 
fishing supply and gears, and souvenir items that promotes the island’s craft related to fishing. 
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Office of the Speaker
THERESE M. TERLAJE

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature 

AUTHOR’S REPORT DIGEST 

I. OVERVIEW 
Resolution No. 63-36 (COR) was introduced on Wednesday, April 14, 2021 by Speaker Therese 
M. Terlaje, Christopher M. Dueñas, Telena Cruz Nelson, Tina Rose Muña Barnes, Amanda L. 
Shelton, Sabina Flore Perez, Frank Blas, Jr., Clynton E. Ridgell, Joe S. San Agustin, Jose "Pedo" 
Terlaje, V. Anthony Ada, Joanne Brown, James C. Moylan, Telo T. Taitague, Mary Camacho 
Torres, and was subsequently referred by the Committee on Rules to Speaker Therese M. 
Terlaje, Author, on Thursday, April 15, 2021. The Author convened a hybrid public hearing on 
Monday, April 26, 2021 at 5:30 PM in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building 
and utilizing the Guam Legislature’s virtual hearing platform. 

Public Notice Requirements 
Notices for this Hybrid Public Hearing were sent out via email to all Senators and all 
main media broadcasting outlets on Monday, April 19, 2021 (5 -Day Notice) and again 
on Friday, April 23, 2021 (48 Hour Notice).  The notice was also published in the 
Guam Daily Post on Monday, April 19, 2021 and Friday, April 23, 2021.  

Senators Present 
Speaker Therese M. Terlaje, Chairperson 
Senator Joanne Brown 
Senator Christopher M. Dueñas, Minority Leader 
Senator James Camacho Moylan 

Appearing before the Committee 
Joaquin Flores, Chairperson, Co-op 2000 Building Committee 

Written Testimony Submitted 
Congressman Michael F. Q. San Nicolas 
Manuel Dueñas, GFCA President & Joaquin Flores, Chairperson, Co-op 2000 
Victor Artero, Member, GFCA Board of Directors 

II. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY & DISCUSSION

The Hybrid Public Hearing was Called-to-Order at 5:40 PM. 
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Chairperson Therese M. Terlaje: Håfa Adai. Welcome. The public hearing is now called to 
order. Today's Monday, April 26, 2021. The time is now about 5:40 PM. Notices for this public 
hearing were disseminated via email to all Senators and all main media broadcasting outlets 
on Monday, April 19 and again on Friday, April 23, 2021 and the notice was also published 
in the Guam Daily Post on those same days. 

This hearing is being conducted, utilizing a hybrid meeting format to allow for both the 
physical attendance of hearing participants here at the Guam Congress Building Public 
Hearing Room and the virtual attendance via the Guam Legislature, zoom meeting platform. 
It's hosted by the Guam Legislatures MIS staff and committee staff and I thank them for their 
assistance. 

The host will mute all zoom participants until called upon by the chair. Each member of the 
panel will be allowed to pose questions to those testifying as is needed. We will take rounds 
doing that. 

I’d like to thank my colleagues for attending this evening’s hearing beginning with Minority 
Leader, Senator Chris Duenas and Senator Joanne Brown. Thank you, Senators, for joining 
us today. 

The agenda item for tonight, there's just one agenda item and that is Resolution Number 63-
36 (COR) introduced by Therese M. Terlaje, Christopher M Duenas, Telena Cruz Nelson, 
Tina Rose Muña Barnes, Amanda L. Shelton, Sabina Flores Perez, Frank Blas Jr., Clynton E. 
Ridgell, Joe S. San Augustine, Jose “Pedo” Terlaje, V. Anthony Ada, Joanne M Brown, James 
C. Moylan, Mary Camacho Torres. Relative to respectfully requesting the United States 
Congress to support community project funding for the construction of an expanded Guam 
Fishermen's Co-op facility and the correlating expansion of Guam's community fishing 
industry as the sponsor of the resolution, I'm going to briefly introduce it. 

The realization of an enhanced and safer fishermen's co-op facility has been a long-standing 
mission of the Guam Fishermen's Co-op Association led by the tireless dedication of 
President Manny Duenas, association members, the local fishing community, and 
lawmakers. 

Plans for the facility were drafted in 2005 and in 2017, the groundbreaking for the facility was 
finally held in 2017. However, the project has since been delayed by various challenges, 
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which include necessary design changes to comply with flood zone regulations and to 
address poor soil conditions near the sea wall, which have significantly raised the cost of 
completing the project as well as delays from the COVID-19 pandemic, according to the 
Guam Fishermen's Co-op Association and Mr. Kin Flores, Chairperson of the Building 
Committee overseeing the project, they are in the final stages of completing the design and 
have reapplied for an Army Corps of Engineer permit for the new seawall and a permit from 
DPW for the new building design, they state that they expect the permitting process to begin 
late this month or in early May. 

So, I want to thank Mr. Flores, who's here today with us. Thank you for joining us and for 
your efforts in this disregard and I want to thank all of those at the fishermen's co-op for their 
continued work on this project over many years who have witnessed this and this 36th Guam 
Legislature is undertaking these efforts at the urging and his support of the Congressmen 
San Nicolas and his efforts to secure community project funding and grants through the US 
House of Representatives committee on appropriations for fiscal year 2022 to assist the Guam 
Fishermen's Cooperative Association with completing the construction of its new facility and 
the coal relating expansion of our local fishing industry and therefore Resolution Number 
63-36 (COR), if passed by the Guam Legislature will be sent to the United States Congress in 
support of that submission by the Congressmen. 

We've received written testimony in support of Resolution Number 63-36(COR) from 
Congressmen Michael FQ. San Nicholas, which I will now read into the record. 

Congress of the United States House of Representatives, Washington DC. I Mina’trentai Sais 
Na Liheslaturan Guåhan. Resolution Number 63-36(COR) public hearing testimony provided 
by Congressmen Michael FQ San Nicolas, Monday, April 26, 2021. 

Håfa Adai Speaker Terlaje, Minority Leader Duenas, and all Senators of I Mina’trentai Sais Na 
Liheslaturan Guåhan. Thank you for your leadership and advocating for the needs of all those 
who called Guam home and for providing me the opportunity to speak on an important 
congressional program, which can facilitate our island's economic prosperity. While this 
legislative body is critical to comprehensively  serving our community with local policies, 
our collaboration in endeavors at the national level have historically delivered significant 
results to our people and bring the promise of continued efficacy. 
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Congress has introduced an incredible opportunity to channel federal dollars directly to 
Americans for community-centered projects through the House Committee on 
Appropriations. More specifically, Team Guam is utilizing the Community Project Funding 
program to advocate for and help empower our local community members with a funding 
request to support the construction of an expanded Guam Fishermen’s Co-op Facility. 
Securing a Community Project Funding award will historically allocate federal monies 
directly to our people at the grassroots level. 

For decades we have discussed the criticality of diversifying Guam’s economy, and we 
should successfully secure federal funding to complete the Co-op facility reconstruction, we 
will make strides in achieving this goal. It is widely understood that tourism is the stronghold 
of our economy. As our island’s single largest industry, it generates $1.4 billion annually, 
represents 60% of Guam’s annual business revenue, and employs over 18,000 of our 
residents. The industry’s sensitivity, however, is equally undeniable and the emergence of 
COVID-19 has dramatically emphasized this reality. 

Similar to many countries around the world, the impacts of the global pandemic have 
significantly affected our economic stability. In particular, a standstill for international travel 
has decimated our tourism industry with 76% less visitors coming to Guam in the first 10 
months of 2020 compared to the same period in 2019 and an estimated $1.38 billion loss of 
local income and spending. While the financial challenges our households and businesses 
have faced in the past year have been alleviated by U.S. Federal Government pandemic 
assistance, this aid will soon dissipate as our nation begins to regain its economic footing. 
Moreover, as we look to the future with the knowledge of tourism’s inherent vulnerabilities 
and the hope of regaining stable economic conditions, a continued reliance on tourism as 
Guam’s primary industry would be detrimental to our community, its permanent economic 
security, and its goals of growth. 

Over several years, our community has demonstrated an enthusiastic commitment to 
developing a new Fishermen’s Co-op for the island and the compounded benefits of a new 
Co-op facility has been widely recognized by our island leaders. I Liheslaturan Guåhan had 
passed laws pre-COVID providing funding mechanisms for the facility’s renovation. I 
Maga’Hågan Guåhan has also demonstrated clear administrative support for this path of 
economic diversification by allocating funds from available local resources to bolster this 
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project. Although local funding has put the project in motion, it has not been enough to both 
address the major challenges that have emerged since its groundbreaking and bring it to 
completion. 

Senators of I Mina’trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan, we need direct and substantial 
investment in the reconstruction and expansion of the Guam Fishermen’s Co-op facility. We 
need to revitalize and diversify our local economy with the elevation of our fishing industry, 
deepen our understanding of our ever-important marine ecosystem, and foster new and 
existing avenues of cultural preservation in an increasingly modernized world. As a pillar of 
food sustainability and local fishing traditions, the Co-op’s renovation is fundamentally 
intertwined with our collective health, climate crisis responses, and connection to history and 
identity. As a center for marine research and regional commerce, a renovated Co-op will also 
serve as a resource for well-informed policies and greater economic standing. A new and 
improved Co-op facility is key to opening doors to the future prosperity of Guam and 
securing Community Project Funding is presently the most direct opportunity to bring this 
long-awaited, multi-phase project across the finish line. 

Community engagement and support is crucial to determining if a project is worthy of 
federal funding. With the mission of serving our people and meeting the unique needs of our 
community, your voice as our island’s leaders is incredibly significant to ensuring the 
strongest possible application for Community Project Funding. Further, a priority of this 
body is to realize a more prosperous future for our people. The overwhelming benefits of 
this project’s success cannot be overstated and the federal funding we can obtain to support 
its completion will afford us the opportunity to focus local resources on other important 
programs. 

I respectfully request that this legislative body move to pass Resolution No. 63-36 (COR) 
which would express full support of the renovation and expansion of the Guam Fishermen’s 
Co-op facilities, request congressional support with Community Project Funding, and in turn 
strengthen our chances of securing federal monies for the Guam Fishermen’s Co-op 
Association. You will move forward a longstanding community desire to diversify our 
economy, revitalize it with a renewed focus on our existing resources, foster our cultural ties 
to the sea, and effectively uplift our community. Sincerely, Michael FQ. San Nicolas, Member 
of Congress, Guam. 
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We have also received written testimony in support of Resolution Number 63-36(COR) from 
Guam Fishermen's Co-op Association President Manuel P. Duenas and Kin Flores, Co-op 
2000 Committee Chairperson and Mr. Flores is here with us today and we've also received 
testimony from Victor Artero. Who's also a member of the Guam Fishermen's Co-op 
Association, Board of Directors. 

So, we would now hear from Mr. Flores, You have the floor. 

Kin Flores, Co-op 2000 Committee Chairperson: Madam Speaker, Senator Duenas, Senator 
Brown. Thank you again for taking the time this evening to hear this valuable request for 
additional funding. My name for the record is Joaquin Flores, Kin for short. I was recently 
voted as a member of the board for the Fishermen's Co-op for the first time in October 2019, 
and immediately was voted as Committee Chair for the project to help implement and see 
that this project comes to fruition. So, I have some testimony and I have also provided 
additional documents for the Senate, one being the detailed plans or plans for the co-op and 
I hope that some of the renderings were their architectural renderings were also provided to 
the Senate as well. So, with that, I like to start with a written testimonial letter for this 
resolution and in favor of our support and relative to, and respectively request in the United 
States Congress to support community project funding for the construction of an expanded 
Fishermen's Co-op facility and correlating expansion of Guam's community fishing industry 
as sponsored by the entire Senate. Thank you very much for that. 

Dear Madam Speaker and Senators of the 36th Guam legislature on behalf of the members 
of the Fisherman's Cooperative Association, the GFCA, we respectfully request the passage 
of Resolution No. 63-36 (COR) and offer our support as testimony through said passage 
ensured the Fishermen's Co-op is very much looking forward to seeing come to fruition the 
construction of a new operational facility, the installation of protective seawall, as well as to 
house ancillary fishery related support activities within the confines of the new facility. 

While the Co-op has received funding towards this endeavor, the costs of the entire project 
would require additional funding to complete the plans for a multi-purpose fishery facility. 
To that end, we are hopeful that the passage of Resolution No. 63-36 (COR), our islands 
Congressman Michael F.Q. San Nicholas will in turn use the resolution and the company 
supporting statements to arm his efforts in securing federal funds to augment the shortfall 
of our current project cost projections. 
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We then offer the following statement of support as some background and again, Madam 
Speaker and Senator Duenas, Senator Brown. I wish I had our President of the Co-op, Mr. 
Manny Duenas here with me as he is a co-signatory of this letter. Manny is by doctor's orders 
in bed, resting after some medical procedures that have been done, but I offer his apologies 
for not being here tonight, but a little bit of background, the Guam's Fisherman's Co-op 
Association, a Non-profit/Tax Exempt Domestic Corporation was first registered with the 
Government of Guam on December 9, 1977 and assigned Charter No. D D-3551. The Co-op's 
basic premise for existence is to allow local fishermen to assemble as a group to market their 
catch, as well as to procure supplies, such as fuel and ice that otherwise may be economically 
difficult to procure as individuals. 

The initial location of the Co-op was a stall within the compound of the old Guam Public 
Market, now known as the CHamoru Village. Eventually the Co-op moved to its present 
location in an old butler tin structure at the Hagåtna Boat Basin (also known as the Gregorio 
Duenas Perez Marina). The structure sits in Government of Guam land and again, I would 
like to emphasize through the cooperation and approval by the legislature. We now have a 
long-term lease for that government land and the Co-op holds a long-term lease on the 
property. As I mentioned, the current structure is situated such that the property allows for 
expansion, approximately two acres I believe is what has been leased out to the Co-op. The 
structure has been retrofitted to allow areas for fish processing, cold storage room, a fuel 
pump monitoring room, and storefront operations. 

Over the years, aside from normal structural upkeep, the Co-op has made numerous repairs 
to the original structure due to typhoon damage. The Co-op has also situated modified 
shipping containers on the property that functions as an office and storage facility. The Co-
op's current structure as mentioned, has been battered by various type wounds that struck 
over the years, despite the repair work made over the years, the structure is extremely in 
poor condition and in dire need of replacement and upgrades in order to be a functional 
profitable venture. 

The Co-op requires a structure that can withstand typhoon force winds. As well as 
accommodate the latest in safe seafood processing and product handling. Due to the poor 
condition of his current building, the Co-op's Board established the Co-op 2000 Committee, 
which is tasked with developing a plan for a new facility. 
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One that meets all the standards of safe seafood handling, processing, and storage. Also 
required is the installation of seawall along the property abutting the boat basis channel, to 
prevent erosion and property damage from surging storm waters. Aside from the 
construction of a seawall and a new building to house the Co-op’s base operation, the Co-op 
2000 Committee also envisions facility that will include housing of ancillary activities, 
including, but not limited to: a learning center, marine monitoring station, vendor spaces for 
tenants to promote and supply the local fisheries industry and space for value added product 
development of locally caught fish stock. Based on this vision, the Co-op plans to approach 
the project through the following construction stages, and these are not necessarily in 
sequence. Some of these now have changed to being concurrent activities. 

Number one is the placement of the seawall, the first-floor building structure components, 
including seafood handling, receiving from the dock processing room storage, a new pump, 
a fuel pump monitoring station and office customer storefront equipped with display cases, 
manager’s office, and some of the vendor spaces that we envision. 

Long-term, an anchor tenant for restaurant services that have Co-op fish stocks on their 
menu, including the vending of Co-ops added value product development. Development of 
smoke fish products, packaged foods, et cetera, that will work well with the tenant’s plan. 
Tenants offering supplies and products that support fishermen needs such as fishing, supply 
gear, and tackle. 

Finally, tenants that offer specific Co-op souvenirs and gifts. Gift shop, where souvenirs can 
be bought clothing and other apparel and other local items that promote local fisheries and 
the community. The second-floor structure that is envisioned is a meeting or venue office 
space maritime learning center. 

A classroom intended to provide opportunities for boater and Marine safety training. Boater 
interaction with the Coast Guard, reserve training and boat captain licensing programs that 
only would promote boating safety. Workshops and seminars educating fishermen on 
existing or proposed new regulations affecting the fishing industry, including fishing 
conservation practices, maritime search and rescue equipment with maritime radio 
monitoring stations. We do that now, but basically in a makeshift operation and value-added 
product development facility. Again, mentioned a bit above with smoked fish, prepared fish, 
et cetera. For funding of the Co-op 2000 Committee has been successful in securing funding 
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from the Guam Economic Development Authority, GEDA. In the amount of $3 million from 
proceeds of the hotel occupancy tax, for which GEDA oversees and disperses to enhance 
Guam's economy. 

In addition, The Port Authority of Guam, the oversee of the Hagåtna boat basin has also 
committed $995,000 towards the construction of the seawall. While these funding sources are 
essential to the Co-ops vision as an updated sea facility and Marina, it will need additional 
funding sources to complete this vision. 

Below is the Co-op’s breakdown of construction phases and funding sources/needs as well 
as equipment needs for the facility. The breakdown is based on the funding that is currently 
available, which includes the construction of Phase One(A) and One(B) when additional 
funding is secured, the Co-op would be able to complete phases two and phase three. 

So, with this breakdown Senators, the seawall has now been subsidized by the Port Authority 
to the tune of $995,000. Phase One(B) is the first floor building, consisting of seafood 
handling, the receiving dock, processing room, and cold storage, new fuel pump monitoring 
room, storefront and equipment, the manager's office. Phase two, which is the construction 
of the first floor for tenant spaces on the ground floor. 

Then finally the phase three, the second floor, which is the meeting and venue spaces for 
additional anchor tenants and uses that I mentioned also as well, the ancillary funding needs 
that I've listed also that once the facility is constructed, we would need processing and 
refrigeration and freezer equipment, storefront chiller displays, ice maker for fish supply, 
fish disposal, mensurater, and miscellaneous equipment, et cetera. That's about $300,000 is a 
rough estimate. Second floor, tenant space finishing, carpeting, window treatments, et cetera 
would also be approximately $112,000. There may even be some firefighting requirements, 
fire reserve tank requirements to meet fire protection requirements for the facility. That has 
to be funded somehow in this contingency fund of about $472,000 and as well as the 
relocation to continue operations of the existing facility to three new containers that have 
already been erected, but haven't been built out and finished for the temporary operations 
for the Co-op. 

So, the grand total that is for the project is $6.8 million of which three million is already 
funded a million from the Port Authority. So, an additional funding source of $3 million is 
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being requested based on the above cost projections. The Co-op would need an additional 
three minutes to complete the Co-op 2000 vision as a facility that is designed to promote safe 
seafood handling, processing, and vending, service a fishermen's and boater learning center, 
house a marine emergency response station, accommodating value added product 
development facility, lease out stalls for vendors to offer locally caught seafood products in 
their menu to sell fishing supplies, gear, and tackle and sell souvenir items aimed at 
promoting the Co-op's fishing activities and Island community. 

One thing that I haven't mentioned, and this is in addition to what we were trying to envision 
above is that the Co-op continues its ongoing commitment with the following, providing a 
used oil and battery collection area for Mariners. So, we helped with protecting the 
environment, supporting the 4-H and the youth sustainable fisheries program with the 
University of Guam, foster its fisheries partnership with NOA, that should be NOA Science 
Center, the collection and compilation of fish data, size and weight and reproduction 
maturity of the reef and the bottom fish species, and finally (e) hold, whenever feasible, 
practical and annual deep sea fishing derbies. In conclusion, we are confident that passage 
of Resolution No. 63-36(COR) would demonstrate to the U.S. Congress that we are earnestly 
in pursuit of improving our islands fisheries as a means of helping our local economy and to 
that end, we ask Congress for their assistance in augmenting our funding towards this 
endeavor, sincerely Manny Duenas and Kin Flores. At this time, I'd like to entertain any 
questions 

Chairperson Therese M. Terlaje: Before we get to questions, if we could just upload the 
rendering that was provided by Mr. Flores, just so that those who are watching in the public 
can see this. I think my staff was going to do it by zoom or the audio. Can we upload it on 
the zoom and then switch to zoom, please? 

Mr. Flores. I want to thank you and especially President Manny Duenas for this testimony, 
it's what you have laid out. It's just so exciting for me, I think for all of our community, the 
plans that have been made by the Fishermen's Co-op Association over many years, they're 
thorough, they're exciting, there's a lot of learnings, safety, economic, expansion. It really 
looks like it has the potential to really be a place people really want to be and I know right 
now, when the Fishermen's Co-op is having activities, it is a place where people want to be. 
It's always welcoming and exciting and the derbies are fantastic, and they do a lot of this 
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voluntarily. So, I just want to thank you all for all of that over the years, but I'm excited by 
what you've outlined in these plans. I think the foresight of it. 

Kin Flores, Co-op 2000 Committee Chairperson: Madam Speaker, it’s not in my testimony, 
but I just want to mention to the public that despite the facility, we were getting 200 tourists 
walk-ins a day, according to Mr. Duenas and they love that selfie on that front door with a 
sign behind them. So, it's quite a facility for the tourists. Number two, it's our sales, total 
sales, I believe in one particular in our heyday was in excess of $1.3, $1.4 million on an annual 
basis and we had employed more than 20 to 25 employees at the Co-op, at one point in time, 
our membership was as high as 130 that I recall. It may not be those numbers now, but it was 
quite the cooperative support for all fisheries where we can take advantage of economies of 
scale, we get discounts on fuel, we get discounts on ice. We get discounts on fish products 
from other fishermen, for sashimi, poki, kelaguen. Whatever products are produced, as 
members, we also get that discount. As Chris, Senator Duenas is well-known, he's been a 
board member in the past, and a member for many, many years. 

As long as I've been a member for, I think for over 30 years now, it's a facility that we should 
cherish and promote. 

Chairperson Therese M. Terlaje: Thank you again and so we're ready now to load this up if 
we could put it up for everyone. There is the rendering of the Fishermen Co-op.  

Kin Flores, Co-op 2000 Committee Chairperson: Sure, I can explain. What you see before 
you, is actually the front of the building now facing the Marina, the Hagåtna Boat Basin. This 
is an artist’s rendition, so it's a virtual concept taken from the drawings, the CAD drawings. 
So, you would actually drive around on the ocean site to park, and you would enter the 
facility, the storefront, of the ocean side facing the boat basin. 

Well, one of the things that we had to do for this building, which also drove costs up was the 
floods zone requirements. So, we had to elevate the building five feet above the ground with 
some breakaway borders around the bottom of it, the buildings and so that increased the 
building. Its foundation requirements required several, I think up to 50 concrete piles and 
that really put a constraint on the budget that was awarded to our local contractor. So, there 
was some value engineering that was done to an exercise to look at an effective foundation 
design and what we decided was to delete the concrete piles and use a matte foundation, 
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which is a monolithic one slab of concrete that's elevated above ground and to help lighten 
the building any way possible. So, some of the design was cut back due to budgetary 
constraints. I'm free to answer any questions that you have on this rendering. 

Chairperson Therese M. Terlaje: I'd like to recognize that Senator James Moylan is with us 
on zoom today as well and again, I'm here with the Minority Leaders, Senator Chris Duenas 
and Senator Joanne Brown and I'll let them go first. So, Senator Duenas. 

Senator Christopher M. Duenas:  Si Yu’os ma’åse Madam Speaker. Kin, welcome. First of all, 
I want to say to the public that's viewing out there today, and those who are taking part in 
this hearing, please lift up Manny in prayer. There's absolutely nothing that would have 
stopped him from being here tonight, except for doctor's orders. So please pray for Manny 
for a quick healing and getting back to work at the Co-op. and then also being with us to 
crack the bottle of champagne on the corner of the building when this is done. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank the Congressman for reaching out to us. I want to thank 
you for moving quickly to get this resolution introduced and as you said Kin. Fifteen 
members and I understand there was absolutely no hesitation in getting the signatures 
onboard here, and so I really have no questions Kin, thank you and Manny for putting 
together a very comprehensive as the Speaker said, overview. I believe this is simply because 
it's a culmination of many, many years of this dream coming to fruition. We've had a lot of 
dedicated individuals. The GEDA money of course, that was also recognized by the late 
Speaker Ben Pangelinan, who saw this as a priority, and working with the Governor's office 
during that time. The money was set aside because there was a lot of competing interest on 
the hot bonds at that time and this was a priority. It was a priority from this Legislature 
during that time and it's still a priority. But we all now know right now, the actions on the 
federal side and the Congressman have really been able to get our profile elevated. 

I think he's going to bring this home for us and it's something that's really needed. So, no 
questions really Kin. With the exception of maybe an understanding of the totality of the 
funding secured, what would be an ideal timeline and I think they brought you on board 
and made sure that this was your task because of your engineering background and not only 
that, but your love for fishing and the fisherman. So, is it even worth discussing just some 
timeline if all the funding were in place going forward? 
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Kin Flores, Co-op 2000 Committee Chairperson: Yeah, that's a good question. I just checked 
upfront that the contractor, my friend, Joe Sicad and Tommy Tanaka are listening on zoom 
and so I said, hey make sure you guys are on this channel so that if I trip up with anything 
you guys can chime in, but I think they're just listening. 

We'd like to have the seawall, is really what's dictating this, the permanenting with the Army 
Corps. We eliminated some features of the seawall by taking out some of the Gambian 
baskets that are considered discharged film material to be placed in the Marina and that now 
have been removed. 

We just went with something simple with sheet piles, steel sheet piles with a concrete cap to 
provide the boardwalk and we're extending the seawall to about 120 feet. That's what's being 
planned for permitting now. The nice thing about that is when fishing derbies, you know, 
Senator that it's very crowded there. 

So now that allows parking or morning of additional vessels. Along that new seawall for this, 
and offloading your fish or getting, or unloading some supplies on the vessels. So, if we start 
late this month, May and we start the permitting process, that's a 90-day nationwide permit 
that is required. There's going to be some dredging to increase that along, right along the 
seawall because it's shallow. We're going to dredge some of that material. That would be 
disposed of upland. So, now it's easier to deal with in terms of a permit and so sheet piling 
is very common and will fall easily according to my discussions with the Army Corps, easily 
under a nationwide permit which already has been vetted for EPA and alternative effects 
analysis, et cetera. Very shortly thereafter, we're just trying to wrap up the final details of the 
building design for DPW permitting. We'd like to follow that concurrently with the seawall. 

It's not necessary, but I think we can. I'm just pushing Joe and Tommy to do that, but it may 
start in May or June. Hopefully the permit process doesn't take very long with the 
government agencies. We normally plan for 60 days building permits. I'd like to get it in 45 
days and then a 30-day mobilization. So, by June, July mid-July, you would have a building 
permit to construct. On or about the same time, you would have an Army Corps permit to 
construct the seawall. Two DPW permits would go in for the seawall and the building at the 
same time. Then construction will take us through next year, right around the three Q, maybe 
perhaps four.. But yeah, it's exciting. The challenges that we're facing with this site is that it's 
reclaimed land and the soil conditions were very poor as a result of some of the investigations 
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we did. So, the foundations for this building were very challenging. So, we moved it away 
from the seawall to find better stability in the soils and that's where we're going to build the 
new building and also avoid a lot of concrete piling. That's very costly for the structure. So, 
three Q four Q perhaps Senator is probably when we would do the groundbreaking and I 
mean, the champagne, we do the toasting for the new fishermen. 

Senator Christopher M. Duenas:  That's their tradition on the vessel, Madam Speaker, but 
we might be duplicated in the building. but Kin I’ll just wrap it up. It's really exciting. That 
timeline is exciting, and I think just for the viewing public, for their understanding as well, 
this is not just the Fishermen Co-op, that new seawall to be built and that additional dock 
space is going to accommodate a lot of the Marine activities that happen down there Madam 
Speaker. There'll be other opportunities for some of the dive boats, some of the other boats, 
as needed to be able to have the utility and Madam Speaker, also a lot of vessels other than 
fishing vessels also require a fueling and this is just going to make it so much safer and so 
much more environmentally friendly. 

So, this is just incredibly comprehensive, something that Guam needs. You stole my selfie, 
and I was going to tell about that one, cause I used to tease Manny when I go in and I see all 
the tourists buying fish, I would shake my head and go “Ai adai Manny, este na Co-op.” and 
he said “No, no, no, bobat don't kid yourself they love this place.” There are millions of photos 
of this Co-op all over Asia, from our guests and so you're absolutely right on. 

Kin Flores, Co-op 2000 Committee Chairperson: Just to add on, running a co-op it's not a 
cheap endeavor, with fixed labor costs, other requirements. There's gotta be some means to 
generate additional revenues to support operations and I think that was Manny’s intention 
was to have these, an anchor tenant of some of some sort with long-term leasing to help 
support the Co-op promote the fisheries, promote the products that the fishermen catch and 
then develop other products like smoked fish or whatever can be done with their innovation 
and their ideas. That was the idea here was to help self-sustain even in the laws of the 
seasonality of fishing when there's no fish being caught. At least you have some revenues 
coming in to support the Co-op operation. 

Senator Christopher M. Duenas:  Absolutely, Kin. I know that every visit that I have to 
family in Seattle, one of the first things I ask is let's head down to Ballard and that area and 
go to the dock and have lunch at Xi Noax and just hang out around there. Even the fishing 
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store there, the fish store there, will always tell us, we make good money on the fish, but this 
restaurant and all the trinkets and just people coming and enjoying themselves down there 
is really what… and so you're absolutely right. The vision of this is right on, it's timely and 
the people of Guam deserve this. Our Capitol city deserves this. It really speaks to who we 
are. I know the Farmer's Co-op has been very successful and that was millions of millions of 
dollars as well and this was just continued to provide that synergy Kin. 

Kin Flores, Co-op 2000 Committee Chairperson: On the second floor, if you notice there's 
an open deck and so, the open deck, God forbid that COVID doesn't continue when we have 
outdoor dining and there's an opportunity there for whoever has the ideas to develop that 
open deck and you have a beautiful view of the Marina. So, it's something else. It's a leasable 
space for somebody to have a party, reception party, whatever is desired. It's an opportunity 
to even use that outdoor space. 

Senator Christopher M. Duenas:   Absolutely. So, Madam Speaker in closing, I just want to 
congratulate Kin. He's going to laugh on this one, but recently he became a grandpa again, 
and he's got another fisherman in preparation, so congratulations Kin and the grandkids. I 
know for sure, I will be coming into the dock, hopefully with a winning Marlin or Yellowfin 
when they join you for the Derby at the new Fishermen's Co-op. 

Kin Flores, Co-op 2000 Committee Chairperson: So, there's one problem with this project 
that is on my shoulders. I say, I don't have time to go fishing now, till this is completed. 

Senator Christopher M. Duenas:   Well, we gotta fix that. Let's get it done so we can get back 
on the water. 

Kin Flores, Co-op 2000 Committee Chairperson Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Senator Christopher M. Duenas:  Si Yu’os ma’åse Madam Speaker and thanks, Kin. Thanks 
for really helping Manny and all of us at the Co-op by taking on this responsibility, but I 
know that it's a pure labor of love for you. So, thank you to everyone at the Co-op, all of the 
board members and everybody who's going to see through this dream. 

Kin Flores, Co-op 2000 Committee Chairperson: Thank you very much. 

Chairperson Therese M. Terlaje: Si Yu’os ma’åse Senator. Senator Brown, you are recognized. 



AUTHORS REPORT- SPEAKER THERESE M. TERLAJE 
DIGEST FOR RESOLUTION NO. 63-36 (COR) 
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING HELD MONDAY, APRIL 26, 2021 
 

16 

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 
Tel: (671) 472-3586 | Fax: (671) 969-3590 | Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com | www.senatorterlaje.com   

*For transmittal of official Messages & Communications to the Guam Legislature to be distributed to all Senators,  
please send to: speaker@guamlegislature.org 

 

Senator Joanne M. Brown: Thank you very much Madam Speaker, certainly good evening 
to Kin Flores. Good to see you again in your other capacity. My last life in the Guam 
Legislature, we're talking probably 16, 15, 16, 17 years ago, was when the whole legislation 
went through with regards to the lease of the property and this discussion that we're having 
this evening that certainly Senator Duenas elaborated on was discussed then and we were 
actually looking forward to the restaurant that was going to be opening because we assumed 
it was definitely going to be a seafood restaurant. As you mentioned, the location is a very 
ideal place, certainly for our Island residents and visitors coming down. One of the things 
we don't do as much on Guam is really take advantage of our natural beauty and our 
proximity to the ocean. 

It certainly matched very well together with the agenda of the Fishermen's Co-op and then 
as you mentioned, the subsidiary potential for business that could help support the Co-op 
and its activities. So, I'm certainly looking forward to the completion of this project. As you 
mentioned, it's been a long time in coming and putting all these pieces together. 

Certainly, Mr. Duenas, Manny Duenas has always been such an advocate of this project for 
so many years and I think collectively, everyone's looking forward to just seeing the 
construction of this facility and the ultimate outcome of how this is going to benefit our 
community. I'm sure, having you, Mr. Flores on board is almost like a guarantee that we look 
forward to seeing the completion because I'm sure that you will be very focused on wanting 
to see this project completed as well. So, I really don't have any other comments other than 
that, and certainly look forward to being up on the roof one evening and having a nice dinner 
there with my family. 

Kin Flores, Co-op 2000 Committee Chairperson: You can have a beer or a glass of wine up 
there very soon. That's my vision and my focus. 

Senator Joanne M. Brown: Yes, and those, especially after the last year, now a year and a 
half, that we are going through this. I think those simpler, more enjoyable moments and 
appreciating the natural beauty of our island and our family and friends are probably the 
highest things on our list these days after everything we've seen. 

So, I certainly look forward to the completion of this project. As I mentioned, it's been a long 
time in the making and I think we'd like to see it.  
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Kin Flores, Co-op 2000 Committee Chairperson: Sure, this is a valuable addition to the 
capital, and we want it to be an iconic building and a facility where everybody who comes 
to Agana, whether they be running the track or fishing or buying fish products, at least they 
would remember this facility for a long time to come. 

Senator Joanne M. Brown: Well, it's one of those things that continue to make Guam good. 
So certainly, I look forward to it with that. Thank you very much. Madam speaker.  

Chairperson Therese M. Terlaje: Thank you, Senator. I'd like to recognize Senator Moylan, 
who's with us on zoom right now. 

Senator James C. Moylan: Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you, Mr. Flores for your 
presentation, really enjoyed looking at the design as well. 

It's a project I believe is long overdue and really looking forward to it. I'll also want to thank 
Congressman Mike San Nicolas for bringing this forward and getting the initiative working 
for us. I'm looking forward to moving this measure quickly across the floor so we can all 
support the endeavors of Fishermen's Co-op and Mr. Flores, we'll have a cheers up on top of 
the balcony there. So, thank you, Madam Speaker. Thank you very much.  

Chairperson Therese M. Terlaje: Thank you, Senator Moylan. I think what they said, I totally 
agree. Many dreams went into this, a lot of hard work over many years and the more I think 
about it, the more you talk about it, the more excited I get about what a beautiful, if we added 
one thing to Hagatna and we put our hot bond  money into one thing in Hagatna, this had to 
be it and it's going to be beautiful. Thank you for your work. Again, thank you to Manny 
Duenas for all his work over the years, advocating for the bond money, for the lease, for the 
bond money to go here to make sure that when they start to have issues that we find another 
way. And I want to thank so many members of the Fishermen's Co-op who came up to 
hearings to ensure that the legislature made it a priority and that it was included in different 
legislations. There were several because I've researched this when they did the first 
groundbreaking of the Co-op and there were so many legislations to support the Co-op. 

So, here we are many years later, finally getting to use this hot bond money and hopefully 
the additional money to cover the additional expenses because of what you described, the 
challenges that, because of the ground and other things and also, it took the whole 
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community and the Governor this year put in, the port put in the additional money for the 
seawall. 

So, I hope it's a great example to Congress and that our Congressman is successful in his bid 
to get those community support grants for this project. I think it's a perfect project for the 
entire community. I want to read again your whole list and thank you again, the details that 
you put into your testimony as to what this space is going to include, and just the economic 
diversification parts of it are so exciting. But the community parts, when you describe it, I 
have so many fond memories of the Fishermen's Co-op and that's just because the fishermen 
have made it welcome and they've made it accessible for all of us in the community. They've 
made it practical. They've helped us to help our families through their work and their 
endeavors. So again, I can't say enough. I hope you don't mind that I attached your testimony 
to a press release I will issue. I'm hoping the media is going to pick up on all the details of 
what's going to be included in this building. 

It's beautiful. Beautiful. And again, thank you all. And prayers for you, Manny, if you're 
listening and prayers for safety for all of you fishermen. Thank you. Thanks again to all my 
colleagues here today with me at the hearing and all fifteen senators who unanimously 
supported this. I was very excited and I'm very proud that we are going to put this type of 
representation to Congress. 

So, we hope we can get this on our agenda this week to vote on it. Thanks to the Congressman 
for reaching out to me to work together on this and for everybody's work in the community. 
Thank you for your testimony Mr. Flores and for being here today.  

There being no additional testimony this public hearing is now adjourned.   

 
The Hybrid Public Hearing was adjourned at 6:30 PM.  

 

III. FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The realization of an enhanced and safer Fishermen’s Co Op facility has been a 
longstanding mission of the Guam Fishermen’s Co-op Association led by the tireless 
dedication of President Manuel F. Dueñas, Association members, the local fishing 
community, business community and the entire community of Guam as evidenced by the 
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support of the Guam Legislature through a long-term Government land lease and other 
legislation, dedication of Hotel Occupancy Tax Bond proceeds to the Fishermen’s Co-op 
expansion, and additional funding through the Guam Port Authority of Guam, which 
oversees the Hagatña Boat Basin, for the construction costs of the seawall.  
 
Plans for the facility were drafted in 2005 and in 2017, a groundbreaking for the facility was 
held. However, the project has since been delayed by various challenges which include 
necessary design changes to comply with flood zone regulations and address poor soil 
conditions near the sea wall, which have significantly raised the costs of completing the 
project, as well as delays from the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 
During the public hearing, Co-op 2000 Building Committee Chairperson Joaquin Flores, 
provided testimony detailing the updated renovation design plans and on-going 
construction stages that include placement of the sea wall, first floor building structure 
components, vendor spaces and the second-floor building structure, as well as a detailed 
breakdown of current funding resources and ancillary funding needs which are estimated 
at three million dollars. 

 
Mr. Flores read into the record joint testimony signed by GFCA President Manuel Dueñas 
and himself, representing the Guam Fishermen’s Coop Association’s full support of 
Resolution No. 63-36 (COR), as a means to demonstrating to the U.S. Congress the 
community’s earnest pursuit to improve our fisheries as a means of helping our local 
economy.  
 
In his written testimony on Resolution No. 63-36 (COR), Congressman Michael F. Q. San 
Nicolas emphasized our community’s commitment to developing a new Fishermen’s Co-op 
as an essential step towards supporting the expansion of the island’s local fishing industry 
and economic diversification, the importance of securing Community Project Funding to 
carry the project into fruition and further expressed the sentiment that the renovation of the 
Co-op is “fundamentally intertwined with our collective health, climate crisis responses, 
and connection to history and identity.”  
 
Resolution No. 63-36 (COR) was introduced by Speaker Therese M. Terlaje, with the co-
sponsorship of all senators of the 36th Guam Legislature in full support of Congressman 
Michael F. Q. San Nicolas efforts to seek federal funding through the House Committee on 
Appropriations Community Project Funding Program, to support additional funding 
needed for the construction of an expanded Guam Fishermen’s Co-op Facility. 
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Speaker Therese M. Terlaje hereby reports out Resolution No. 63-36 (COR), with the 
recommendation:     . 
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